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This review outlines how the CDS Antimicrobial Test has fulfilled this need and demonstrates the value of the association of diagnostic laboratories with a readily accessible reference laboratory in reducing errors in antimicrobial susceptibility testing in practice. 
Development of the CDS Test
When the method was introduced it was used to test only a restricted updates is available to all interested parties free of charge.
CDS innovations
Selection of disc potencies. The disc potencies in the CDS were selected on the basis of those that yielded an optimal separation of resistant and susceptible strains and followed the well-established principles of diffusion of antibiotics in agar enunciated by Humphrey and Lightbown 
Accuracy of the CDS Test in practice
The CDS team regularly reviews performance of laboratories that use the CDS method in the RCPA/QAP programs. Where susceptibility or resistance is readily demonstrated there is little difference in the results observed with those using the CDS method and other techniques including CLSI and automated systems such as Vitek.
The errors with all methods are few and usually are clerical in nature.
In the more difficult tests of antimicrobial susceptibility users of the 
Vancomycin-resistant enterococci in hospitals

